Bible Characters — Hannah 
(1 Samuel 1 to 1 Samuel 2:21) 


The life, events and circumstances of Hannah can be summed up in different ways, one being — 
as things unfold — that of hardship. We see this expressed in her different relationships, with her 
husband’s other wife Peninnah, her husband Elkanah, and the earlier encounter with the priest 
Eli. However, it is her personal relationship with God, that stands out the most. 


Being without child — in contrast to Peninnah — is where the challenge begins for Hannah. Not 
only is this weighing heavily on her heart — and is also a cultural issue (because childless women 
in Hebrew culture at the time, are seen as not being blessed by God often leaving them 
marginalized in society); but also — as the Bible tells us — Peninnah consistently mocks Hannah, 
adding insult to injury (1 Samuel 1:6-7). 


While not completely unsympathetic to Hannah, her husband’s response to her is hardly of 
consolation and brings no relief (1 Samuel 1:8). At one of the times of sacrificing at the 
Tabernacle, Hannah is even falsely accused by Eli (the priest) who thinks she is drunk (1 Samuel 
1:12-13). In midst of all this pain, suffering and persecution we see a turning point in her life, as 
Hannah reaches out to the Lord, making a Nazarite vow: “And she made this vow: “O LORD of 
Heaven’s Armies, if you will look upon my sorrow and answer my prayer and give me a son, then 
| will give him back to you. He will be yours for his entire lifetime, and as a sign that he has been 
dedicated to the LORD, his hair will never be cut.”” (1 Samuel 1:11 NLT). 


Following this point we can see a change of heart in Hannah, as she trusts and surrenders 
herself fully to God (1 Samuel 1:18). As we carefully read on, God is at work behind the scenes — 
as He remembers her plea, and answers her — her son Samuel is born (1 Samuel 1:19-20). And 
as the events continue, we do not hear about Peninnah anymore, since the Bible does not 
mention her again. What Scripture does tell us, is that — following Eli’s blessing and fulfilling her 
vow to dedicate Samuel — God blesses Hannah with several more children (1 Samuel 2:20-21). 


To sum up, while there are many things we can learn from the life experiences of Hannah — 
among the most important ones — is that, of placing our faith in God. As seen here, as believers 
we may have to go through times of pain, persecution and suffering, yet the difference is the 
choice we make and our attitude. Will we go it alone — or — will we let our Lord Jesus Christ fight 
our battles for us (Isaiah 54:17; Psalm 34:17; John 10:10; Romans 8:31 and 1 John 4:4)? Jesus 
loves us, cares about us, and accepts us into His family — as we come to Him with repentant, 
humble and surrendered hearts. Placing our faith and trust in Christ — in obedience — is not only 
the wisest choice, but also always the best, since we place our lives in His safe hands. In that 
way, we leave room for Him to fulfill His perfect plan, purpose, timing and helping us grow in 
our personal relationship with God. Read Hannah’s Prayer — as she acknowledges, praises and 
thanks the Lord (1 Samuel 2:1-10). 
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